
Sutton Beeches/Curzon House  

 

Further Comments by UNISON 

 

As promised I got hold of the article regarding Halton Borough Council, still trying to 

get more information from Halton Unison but this will give you a flavour. 

 

HALTON Council should look to buy more care homes because local 

authorities "do a better job" than private companies. 

That is the view of two councillors in Halton, where the local authority has 

been on a spending spree in recent years, buying up four of the borough's 

care homes in the last two years to prevent them from closing. 

Two of those purchases – St Luke's in Runcorn and St Patrick's in Widnes – 

were completed in October this year. 

At a meeting of the council's health policy and performance board on Tuesday 

(November 26), Cllr Lauren Cassidy said: "If I had my way, they would all be 

under our ownership. 

"As and when they come up, it's important that we step in and I'm glad to see 

we have two more under our ownership." 

The purchases brought the total number of care homes run by the council to 

four, including Madeline McKenna and Millbrow care homes in Widnes, both 

purchased last year. 

Cllr Chris Loftus hinted at Tuesday's meeting that Halton was looking to buy a 

fifth care home, but was prevented from saying which one was being 

considered. 

He said: "I totally agree with Cllr Cassidy and the idea of us taking over. 

"We're doing it for the service, not the profit, and it shows because as soon as 

there’s very little profit within this sector, [private companies] close it." 



Cllr Loftus added: "I can say that I got into serious trouble with my colleagues 

when I was at [Cheshire County Council] because they voted to hive off the 

care sector, but I think I’ve been proved right. We do a better job.” 

Other council documents show the local authority still has £1.4 million in its 

budget for acquiring another care home, although this may also be spent on 

refurbishment work or carried over to next year. 

There are 21 privately-run care homes still in the borough, three of which are 

rated as requiring improvement by the Care Quality Commission with the rest 

either good or outstanding. 

Of the council-run care homes, Millbrow was said to require improvement in 

February while the rest are all rated as good. 

Halton BC has the following homes: 

7 Halton Area (Nursing Homes) 

26 Halton Care Homes (9 with Respite facility) 

7 Runcorn Area  

22 Widnes Area  

Ellesmere Port has 6  

Whitby House Care Home, Vale Court Care Home, Aaron Court, Mayfield ( 

purpose Dementia) & Astbury Lodge 

Chester has 15 (some of these are not very big) 

There would definitely be a need to provide a multifunctional purpose service 

for our Residents within our Borough.  

Again, I think we would get it wrong should there be a decision to close these 

buildings. 

Going back to the West Cheshire offer, as part of that we were encouraging 

our aging well residents to come to a community base building.  We wanted 



them not to be lonely and isolated and come to a place where they can have 

social engagement, play cards, dance, listen to music even get their hair 

done. We can do this if we provide a multifunctional use of these buildings. 

The two buildings currently have, Sutton Beeches 30 Beds, Curzon House 35 

Beds 

In Option 3 of the consultation document, by only block booking 22 beds at a 

cost of £634,400 my question to you is, is this enough? Why I ask this is that 

we are currently in the middle of a pandemic and you would expect the take 

up of beds to be low. Currently there are 26 beds being occupied. Prior to the 

pandemic there were lots more service users being cared for. 

By undertaking the work at Sutton Beeches the number of beds would be 

reduced, however, the 3 bathrooms in Sutton Beeches are fully equipped with 

ceiling hoists and are fit for purpose. 

Comments from staff… so if the council want to move to Direct payments and 

it’s up to the Service User to purchase the level of care they need why can’t 

we charge for some of these services?   

Why don’t we as a council advertise or at least put the contact details and the 

type of registration of each building and what CQC rating they have. Similar to 

what Halton do. 

NON PROFIT provision of care 

Can we not look at our partners with GP/Hospitals to buy beds as there is a 

demand. 

The Staff are crying out for the Council to support them to bring these 

buildings back into multifunctional use such as: 

• Mental Health Respite 

• Step up Step Down 

• Flexi Respite 

• Day Centre 

• Rehabilitation 

• Palliative care 



They can still provide a service, for Service Users within their own homes 

should they want that provision (Home sitting, flexi respite). 

Our staff are highly trained and provide a high quality of care, rather than the 

of the Private Sector. 

DON’T OUTSOURCE THIS SERVICE TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR 

Let’s look at the Savings: 

Leftwich Green (should this remain closed) 

Operational Costs        £1,100,000.00 

Refurbishment costs     £   350,000.00 

Sale of Leftwich             £   310,000.00 (might get more) (remove all 

equipment for Sutton Beeches) 

That’s £1,760,000… savings 

Sutton Beeches to be refurbished (18-month programme) 

Operational Costs 18months £1,660,000.00 (less Refurbish) £486,000.  

That’s £1,174,000 savings. 

Grand total of £2,934,000 savings 

Just to conclude – there is enough supporting evidence for Cabinet to 

consider and do right by our residents. Let’s make this work and protect the 

two buildings and bring them back into a multifunctional use for our 

Communities.  

Teresa Connally 

Branch Secretary 

West Cheshire Branch 

 


